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Dear Friends,

In Scripture, through poetry and
mythology, the first person to see the
Risen Christ is the deeply bereft Mary
Magdalene.   Distraught, she stands in the
garden at the entrance to the tomb.   In his
work Sonnet for Easter Dawn, the poet and
song-writer Malcolm Guite writes of  the
moment when the name of  Mary is found
on the lips of  God:

XV   Easter Dawn

He blesses every love which  
weeps and grieves 
And now he blesses hers who 
stood and wept 
And would not be consoled, or 
leave her love’s 
Last touching place, but watched 
as low light crept 
Up from the east.   A sound 
behind her stirs 
A scatter of  bright birdsong 
through the air. 
She turns, but cannot focus 

through her tears, 
Or recognise the Gardener 
standing there. 
She hardly hears his gentle 
question ‘Why, 
Why are you weeping?’, or sees 
the play of  light 
That brightens as she chokes out 
her reply 
‘They took my love away, my day 
is night’ 
And then she hears her name, 
she hears Love say 
The Word that turns her night, 
and ours, to Day.

There is no better metaphor for our
relationship with the Sacred than that of
lovers.   Jesus’ use of  her name reveals
intimacy, oneness and union.   This is the
sole purpose of  religion:  that we too may
journey to the point where we hear God
speak our name in love.

Every blessing
Scott

THE MANSE Revd Scott S. McKenna
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Morning Prayers takes place in the
Sanctuary each Tuesday morning
between 9.30 and 9.45. This provides an
opportunity to pray in silence for those
known to us who are ill or who are
passing through difficult times. If  you or
someone known to you would like to be
remembered this way in prayer, please
inform Sheila or Scott.

We continue, as always, to be mindful of
each other’s   situations and needs. If  you,
or someone known to   you, would
appreciate a pastoral visit, please inform
Sheila, one of  the group coordinators
listed below, or an elder.

Contact details for PV group co-
ordinators:

Dorothy Cloughley - 0131 667  3565
dorothycloughley@googlemail.com 
Wendy Mathison - 0131 447   5562
wsmdance@talktalk.net
Hilary Watkinson
hilary.watkinson@btinternet.com
Anne Mulligan - 0131  664   3426
mulliganne@aol.com
Sheila Bryer 0131 672  2232
s.bryer@btinternet.com

Changes of  address etc. should continue
to be passed to the roll keeper, Hugh
Somerville.  

With best wishes
Sheila

Pastoral Assistant

PASTORAL CARE Sheila Bryer
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ST GILES'  AT SIX

Sunday 5 March 18:00 to 19:00
Organ Recital by Dorien Schouten.
Programme includes music  by
J.S.Bach, Mendelssohn and Dann
Manneke. 



Our Gospel passage this morning is
dramatic and colourful.   Jesus deals with
anger and adultery, and He does so directly
and in fairly blunt terms.   There is no
hiding place for the listener.   His teaching
is a continuation of  the Beattitudes, His
Sermon on the Mount.   Here are some of
the highlights:

You have heard that it was said in
those ancient times, ‘You  shall
not murder’; and ‘whoever
murders shall be liable to
judgement’.   But I say to you
that if  you are angry with a
brother or sister, you will be
liable to judgement…..And if
you say [to another] ‘You fool’,
you will be liable to the hell of
fire.

In our translation of  the Bible, we are told
not to say of  a brother or sister, ‘You fool’.
In Aramaic, ‘You fool’ is raca, which
means idiot, empty head or, in today’s
parlance, airhead.   Punishment for using
such a term is the hell of  fire.   

Of  adultery and lust, Jesus said:

Everyone who looks at a woman
with lust has already  committed
adultery with her in his heart.   If
your right eye causes you to sin,

tear it out and throw it away; it is
better for you to lose one of  your
members than for your whole
body to  be thrown into hell.   

Lust is not one of  my usual themes, but
strong words nonetheless.   The one piece
of  good news in these seemingly very
threatening words is that Jesus appears to
be speaking only to men; that must be
because women don’t suffer these
temptations!   On first hearing, the words
of  Jesus are troubling.   They are troubling
because anger and lust are very present,
very real and very powerful and they are
troubling because of  the punishment of
which Jesus speaks:  the hell of  fire! 

In 1992, when I was a probationary
minister, together with others, I was on
retreat on the Isle of  Skye.   On the
Sunday morning, we attended the local
Church of  Scotland parish.   It was around
this time that the former Liberal leader,
Paddy Ashdown, had admitted having an
affair.   At that morning service, the theme
of  the Children’s Address was the
immorality of  the Paddy Ashdown.   I
decided not to concentrate on that broad
theme with the children this morning.

In our Old Testament lesson this morning
(from the Book of  Deuteronomy), Moses
spoke to the Hebrew people, the people of
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the Exodus, of  how to live and truly
prosper; he shared with them his
meditations on divine law.   Moses said,

I am commanding you today, by
loving the LORD your God,
walking in his ways, and
observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then
you shall live and become
numerous, and the LORD your
God will bless you……

Moses goes on to warn the people:

But if  your heart turns away and
you do not hear, but are led
astray to bow down to others
gods and serve them, I  declare
to you today that you shall
perish…..

In Scripture, our attention is repeatedly
drawn to what lies in the heart.   The
ancients understood that the seat of
goodness and the seat of  wrongdoing are
located in the human heart, in the soul, in
the very core of  our being and
consciousness.   

The dramatic language of  Jesus, with calls
to cut off  offending limbs and gouge out
sinful eyes and the threat of  being thrown
into fires of  hell, are pure hyperbole.   The
language is not to be read by the
metaphorically challenged.   People who
read poetry as prose should not read
Scripture alone.   Like many of  the
ancients, Jesus understood that it is our
thoughts which lead to action.   Unguarded
thoughts, thoughts of  anger, jealousy or
lust, can lead to actions that we are likely to

regret.   If  we are not careful, our thinking
or wrong-thinking can progressively justify
itself  to us.   In talking about murder, Jesus
tells His hearers to confront and overcome
anger.   Every other week there are news
reports of  a killing, a murder which has
occurred because of  one person’s rage.
How many family members have had their
life brutally ended by a loved one or
friend?   It was uncontrollable anger which
led Cain to murder his brother Abel.   The
Socratic philosopher Heraclitus said, ‘Sow
a character, reap a destiny.’   These words
apply to everyone, from pastor to
president.   

In addressing anger and lust, Jesus is
exposing and facing the demons within.
The seats of  goodness and evil lie in the
human heart.   Burning with anger or lust
can be a hellish or hell-fire experience.
The rabbi from Nazareth, Yeshua, was a

A Russian Orthodox icon of  the prophet Moses,
gesturing towards the burning bush; 18th-century
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teacher of  kavanah, a Hebrew word which
emphasises inwardness and self-control.
Jesus believed that the boundary between
our inner thoughts and outer actions was
permeable; He believed that the more we
succumbed to lustful thoughts the more
likely we are to act on that desire.
Yeshua’s intention is to protect us from
ourselves.   To be thrown into the hell-fire,
to live there, means to live in the shallower
world, the world of  nature and its
consequences.

Jesus was a teacher of  kavanah, of
inwardness, self-control, of  the life within.
He taught His hearers inner discipline; He
encouraged them to wrestle and resist their
inner demons; and He modelled what it

meant to live within the presence of  the
Eternal, from the Holy in the midst of  life.
In the nineteenth century, the Scottish
minister and writer, George MacDonald
was renowned for his creative and
imaginative work.   He is described as an
inspiration by W H Auden, C S Lewis and
Tolkien.   It was in reading MacDonald
that C S Lewis said that his imagination
was baptised.   G K Chesterton said that
MacDonald’s book, The Princess and the
Goblin, made a notable difference to his
whole life.   

In that work, The Princess and the Goblin,
MacDonald tells the story of  an eight-year
old princess who discovers a woman in an
attic room, a woman who describes herself
as the great-great-grandmother of  the
princess.   When the princess enters the
room, the woman sits spinning a thread of
light which is woven through all things and
which she invites the princess to hold in
her hand wherever she goes.   If  she does
so, the princess will feel her great-great-
grandmother’s presence wherever she goes.
Later, the princess takes a friend into the
attic room but only the princess can she
the old woman.   Wherever she goes, the
princess holds the thread of  light.   What is
significant about MacDonald’s tale is that,
through a children’s story, MacDonald
wrote of  the God who is immediately
present, immanent in the whole of
creation.   There is no place we can be
where the Divine, the Absolute, is not.   It
is significant because MacDonald wrote at
a time in Scottish Church history when
Calvinism taught that God was distant,
separate from creation, cold and detached.
MacDonald’s repeated use of  characters
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such as a princess was intended to show
our worth, the worth of  every human
being, in contrast to our wretchedness in
Calvinist theology.   We are to hold a
thread of  light, the same thread that runs
from end to end through the cloth of
creation.   

It is this theology of  immanence, that the
Kingdom of  heaven is within you, which
Jesus taught.   If  we envelop ourselves in
the presence and peace of  God, make
these traits the hallmarks of  our character,
we can face and fight the inner demons.
Placing ourselves in the embrace of  the
Eternal, in the Spirit of  Yeshua, we take
ourselves to a place of  warmth, security
and fulfillment.   Inward control is not
easy, but Jesus knows that.   Don’t be
mislead by His use of  hyperbolic images.

When we look into the eyes of  Jesus, we
see only understanding, compassion and
love.   The best metaphor for our
relationship with the Holy is that of  lovers:
we are lovers, and we have nothing to fear.

At the end of  the Book of  Deuteronomy,
we read of  the death of  Moses.   Moses, as
you may recall, is the one who, in
meditation and contemplation, saw God
face to face.   It was on Mount Nebo that
Moses died.   We are told that at the
LORD’s command, Moses died.   The
Hebrew for ‘at the LORD’s command’
literally means on ‘the LORD’s mouth’.
In other words, in the Hebrew tradition, it
is said that God took Moses’ breath away
with a kiss, with an intimate gesture of
love.   We are lovers:  that’s how I see God.
Amen.

March
Tues 7    Dreghorn-Greenbank 4mls Morvern Cunningham 667 4537

9.55am Morningside Station No 16 Lothian Buses at 10.16 

Sat 11   Newhailes to Commonwealth Pool 5mls  Bob McNie 667 9391
10am at Church No 30  Lothian Buses at 10.20 Dalkeith Rd  

Wed 22  West Linton Circular Walk 3mls  Jenny McCallum 667 2888
9.35am Morningside Clock – No 102 Stagecoach Bus at 9.47

April
Tues 4 Royal Infirmary to Craigmillar 3mls  Jenny McCallum 667 2888

10am at Church – No 49 Lothian Buses at 10.14 – Up short hill at start 

Wed 19   Gosford Estate Walk 3 mls Rosemary Williamson 667 3249
10 15am Waterloo Place  No 124 East Coast Buses  for North Berwick

Sat 22    East Linton to North Berwick 7mls Susan Wooding    667 2754
9.30am  Waterloo Place  No 107 Dunbar Bus mostly level on good paths

May Note change of  date from 8 May to 1 May
Mon 1 Three Lochs Walk Holyrood Park 3mls Jenny McCallum 667 2888

MAYFIELD MILERS UPCOMING WALKS



On 26 February Young Church joined in with
the celebration of  the Scottish Malawi
Partnership and heard about the time spent
by Lizzie Boyd in Malawi during her gap year
between school and university.  Here is some
of  what Lizzie had to say:

In August 2010, I was lucky enough to go to
Monkey Bay, Malawi to help teach English in
a local primary school through the Malawi
Volunteer Organisation (MVO). I had only
recently turned 18 and this was my first time
travelling on my own. It was a slightly
daunting experience, but upon my arrival at
Lilongwe airport I was met by Alex, the
MVO's coordinator, and Sophie, a girl from
Fife who had arrived on an earlier flight.
Having the comfort of  a familiar accent made
the next several hours spent in a van as we
drove to Monkey Bay slightly less
overwhelming.

Everything looked different from what I
expected. The towns and cities were busy
with people and cars and colour whereas the
'countryside' seemed so expansive, with roads
that went on and on, rocky outcrops that
appeared out of  nowhere and some
absolutely spectacular sunsets across Lake
Malawi.

My first few days were a whirlwind, I was
taken to the nearby city of  Mangochi to get
set up with a local mobile (making it easier to
message home to Mum and Dad!).  I had to
get a selection of  chitenge skirts for teaching,
began some basic lessons in Chichewa (the
local language) and was shown around the
nearby towns where the projects occurred.

Working at the school was eye-opening. I
taught Standard 4 (4th year of  primary
school) but with 100-150 children in the class
ranging from 8 years old to 16, no tables or
chairs, no windows, one chalkboard and very
few textbooks. I also learnt very quickly that
setting work that was to be graded was a risky
business as I had then to mark the 100+
jotters during the kids break time so that they
could have something to write on for their
next class! The children were lovely, many of
them had a good enough English to ask me
questions about my home. They often
showed me their dances, toy cars made out of
wire, or they would test my awareness of
English Premier League football teams, even
though their knowledge on that subject far
outstretched my own.

It was impossible to escape the community
spirit of  the school, never more apparent than
when I was also exposed to some of  the
hardships. During the morning register
sometimes a name would have a line through
it.  Sometimes it was because the child had
moved away or changed grade. Other times, it
was because they could no longer come to
school due to a relative being sick.
Heartbreakingly, it also indicated when a child
passed away. During my time there three
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children died from malaria, one from
complications due to AIDS and another after
having been electrocuted in accident when
playing too close to some power-lines. It was
a sobering experience to be so involved in a
community where such tragedy was so
commonplace, but people pulled together
around the families and provided what
comfort they could.

I participated in the different projects the
MVO ran. This included sports clubs where I
managed to surprise a few of  my class that
my ability to play football was much greater
than my knowledge of  Liverpool's most
recent FA cup run.  I also helped out at two
orphanages.  We were able to ensure the
children had a hot meal, would teach them
some basic things usually through songs,
drawings and play. Duck, duck, goose was
always a particular highlight. MVO also ran
numerable community outreach projects.
These ‘meetings’ occurred in different villages
on different days and there would often just
be a volunteer and an interpreter. We would
give a talk or demonstration, such as how to
care for a mosquito net and we could provide
them with HIV/AIDS awareness.

A small medical clinic was also in operation. I
helped out where I could; mainly changing
bandages and checking wounds were healing.
Many could not afford the time to visit
hospital. Of  the patients I helped see there
was a fisherman who had survived a hippo
attack, during which he had lost the lower
part of  his left arm, and a boy who had lost
the top of  his thumb not 10 minutes earlier
chopping wood. These experiences made me
grateful for the safety and care I had always
received back here in Scotland and realise

how the medical care facilities in Malawi are
stretched so desperately thin in comparison. 

It is often said that Malawi is the warm heart
of  Africa because its people are so lovely, and
I can truly attest to the kindest and generosity
of  the people I met there. The same could
not always be said of  the wildlife such as an
encounter with a green mamba snake when I
was walking up to the school with several
young children. I ended up placing the
smallest toddler on my shoulders and trying
to corral the others behind me as the snake
advanced, thankfully some builders were able
to remove the snake before any harm to us
could occur. Afterwards I was relatively
famous for a few days with many people in
the town miming a snake with their hands
and giggling. The children who were with me
had regaled the tale of  the 'Mzungu ndi njoka'
(white girl and the snake) to any who would
listen, probably gleefully describing how I
may have screamed at one point.

Malawi is an amazing place full of  amazing
people, but it is also a place of  great sorrow.
There is an inherent determination to enjoy
things to the full when you can and a ever-
riding hope that better times will come. My
experiences taught me so many things,
practical, emotional and spiritual some of
which I am still only realising now, years later.
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Session met on 24 January 2017 when the
following were discussed:

The Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association:
Iain Stewart, the General Secretary of   the
Association addressed the meeting. He
advised that the aims of  the association
include the promotion of  religious
harmony, diversity and equal opportunities
in Edinburgh and its environs. Working
with local, national and international
organisations, both religious and secular, it
brings together faith communities in
deeper dialogue leading towards mutual
understanding, trust, respect, cooperation
and peace.  The Association also works to
advance the education of  the general
public on inter-faith and multicultural
issues; to contribute to the development
of  a global culture of  peace and to
improve co-operation between faiths and
cultures. Iain expressed gratitude for the
financial support given by Mayfield
Salisbury. Last year the Scottish
Government cut their support by 30% and
EIFA has to rely on support from the
faith communities. EIFA holds many
events each year such as an evening of
remembrance on Holocaust Memorial Day
organised in association with Drummond
Community High School. 

Safeguarding Congregational Register:
A hard copy of  the updated register was
circulated to the meeting. It contains the
names of  48 church members who have
gone through or are going through the
Safeguarding procedures so they can work
with children and/or protected adults. The
list was duly attested. The hard work of
the Safeguarding Coordinator Anna Edgar
in compiling and maintaining this Register
and other work involved in the role were

greatly appreciated by Session .

Roll: A Roll Report and summary of  the
Roll had been prepared by the Roll
Keeper, Hugh Somerville. In 2016 twelve
new members were admitted. A copy  of
the Roll as prepared by Hugh was duly
attested. The Kirk Session was most
grateful to Hugh for his diligence and hard
work in maintaining the roll and providing
his detailed report and summary.

Congregational Gathering
The members of  the Inquiry Group, set
up as recommended by the report on our
Congregational  Gathering on 1 October,
are now in the process of  speaking to
Church groups which were not specifically
represented that day – children and young
people and their parents, elders, the choir,
buildings and hall users, festival goers,
staff. The Group has also provided for
those who did not manage to attend the
Gathering and are not in one of  those
groups but would like to contribute their
views. The aim of  the conversations is to
harvest views on what works well at
Mayfield Salisbury, why it works, what
underpins it and, looking forward, what
could be done even better. The next
meeting of  the Inquiry Group is on 22
February and it is hoped to have feed back
to the congregation before Easter.

Business Committee The Convener of
the Business Committee, Alvin Jackson,
reported that the Business Committee had
met the previous evening on 23 January.
The Committee is still gathering
information regarding the proposal to
construct an entrance ramp to the West
door. The Church architect has been asked
to produce sketches. This is still work-in-
progress.

SESSION MATTERS Catriona Spratt
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Open access to Sanctuary: The
Committee recognises that open access
will involve an increased burden on
William Mearns. This will be discussed
further.  The Committee would also take
advice from other Churches which already
give open access and would check our
insurance provisions. Subject to being
satisfied on those matters the Committee
intended to bring a proposal to Session to
give open access to the Sanctuary for four
days each week, initially for a 6 to 8 week
trial period.

Youth worker: The  new advertisement for
the post had a closing date of  16 January .
Alvin hopes to be able to report on the
results of  the advertisement at the next
Session meeting.

Christian Aid (CA) Hilary Watkinson,
CA convener, reported that the final total
raised for CA in 2016 was £23,894.22 and
she thanked all who supported the
committee in achieving that amazing
result. She then reported on the Big Shift a
CA initiative to ask churches to write to
the four biggest High Street banks asking
them to shift finance out of  fossil fuels to
low-carbon energy generation. The
Marmalade Sale will take place on Sunday
26 February and filled jars would be
collected on Sunday 19 and on the
morning of  the sale.

First Friday Friends (FFF)
Sandra Carter, leader of  this group,
reported that FFF  continues to grow, with
a total now of  23 volunteers. The
commitment of  those volunteers cannot
be overstated: they drive, bake, sing, play
the piano and other instruments, make tea,
move furniture, organise craft activities,
clear the decks but most importantly build
relationships with our Friends.   They
bring comfort to those with memory loss

and respite for their carers, and also fun in
social settings.   Not all helpers are
members of  the congregation which is a
positive outcome of  the policy to involve
the community as well as our church
members. The new Community Navigator
project run by Alzheimer Scotland may
improve the recruitment of  Friends from
a wider constituency.  The programme for
2017 is diverse but includes some of  the
obvious topics as the seasons move, with a
canal cruise in August to look forward to.

AOCB: 
A Malawi conversation: shared
knowledge and experience on Sunday
26 February
Heather Cubie reported that, with a
number of  members of  the congregation
already involved in projects in or raising
funds for Malawi, the Minister had agreed
that the morning services on 26 February
will have as their theme ‘A Malawi
conversation: shared knowledge and
experience’. The services will be an
opportunity for the congregation to learn
about the separate links in the church with
Malawi, ask questions and gather
information about extending those links.
For example a number of  churches have
local church to church links as do youth
organisations and schools. An increasing
number have joined the Scottish Malawi
Partnership.  Revd Kenneth Ross, minister
of  the Netherlorn Churches who chairs
the board of  the Scotland Malawi
Partnership will preach at both morning
services on the 26.

Church Archives
Anette Hagan explained that her husband
Hughie who is the Senior Public Records
Officer at National Records of  Scotland
(‘NRS’) has been in touch with the Church
Records Officer at NRS. Based on that
conversation Hughie has compiled a
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SURVEILLANCE & RELIGION NETWORK
TOPIC Will  using  surveillance  make
good  religion  better  and   bad religion
worse?  

This  public  lecture  is  aimed  at  a
general  audience  of   people   from any
religious faith tradition, or none.  

WHERE Quaker Meeting House, 7
Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh EH1 2JL  .

COST Free. But booking essential.
Tickets available at:
https://surrelig_edinburgh.eventbrite.co.uk  

WHEN Monday 20 March at 7.30pm.  

SPEAKER Dr  Eric  Stoddart
|Coordinator,  Surveillance  &  Religion  
Network         |Associate   Director,
Centre   for   the   Study   of    Religion &
Politics, School of  Divinity    |University
of  St Andrews  

DETAILS Eric  Stoddart  has  been
teaching  and  writing  about  digital,  and
specifically  surveillance,  technologies,  for
the  past  10  years.    In   this  talk  Dr
Stoddart  will  explore  the  ways  that
religious  groups   draw upon  surveillance
technologies  such as congregational data
management,  self-monitoring  of
spiritual  disciplines,  or  CCTV   deployed

upon  (and  within)  religious  buildings.
He  will  consider   how  these
technologies  shape  their  users  and  what
that  might mean for faith communities.
He will suggest that religious groups
need  to  find  resources  from  within
their  respective  traditions  in   order  to
employ  surveillance  in  ways  that  are
life-affirming  and   not, unintentionally,
counter to human flourishing.  A question
and answer session will follow his 40
minute talk which   begins at 7.30pm.  

This  event  is  an  activity  of   the
Surveillance  &  Religion  Network,
funded by the Arts & Humanities
Research Council.  

The event will be audio-recorded for later
distribution.  

Church records NRS tend to take in, what
the procedures are and whom to contact.
They would treat the material so deposited
to preserve it and even though deposited it
would remain in our ownership. It was

agreed that the Clerk should liaise with
Hughie Hagan and William regarding
sorting out the Church’s material and
depositing it with NRS .
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CRATHIE OPPORTUNITY HOLIDAYS
Thinking About a Holiday?
Disabled Friendly Holiday
Cottages with Access for All

This is the time of  year when
many of  us look forward to a
change of  scene, a short break
away from the routine,
somewhere to stay where we
can relax but with all the
comforts and facilities of
home!

For many years the 200 year
old Manse Courtyard adjacent
to Crathie Kirk on Royal Deeside,
Aberdeenshire, lay derelict. In 2002 as a
result of  five years of  fundraising by local
volunteers, and with the support of  the
Church of  Scotland, these fine old granite
buildings were transformed into four
expertly designed self-catering cottages. 

While accessible to all, the cottages also
offer a unique range of  facilities so that
disabled people, so often excluded from
such holidays, can enjoy the most relaxing
of  holidays in wonderful surroundings.
The range of  additional equipment is
extensive and includes hoists and wheeled
shower chairs and is provided at no extra
charge. 

The cottages are adjacent to Crathie
Manse near Ballater, 40 miles west of
Aberdeen. They are situated within the
Cairngorm National Park on the banks of
the River Dee and have views to the
neighbouring Balmoral Estate and

Lochnagar beyond.  Royal Deeside has
been a favourite holiday destination for
generations of  families from all over
Scotland and still continues to be a very
special holiday choice.

The cottages are surrounded by an
extensive fenced play area and with the
protection of  a security gate the facility is
also ideal for families with children. 

Crathie Opportunity Holidays is available
all year round and short breaks can be
arranged.  Many guests return year after
year and record their appreciation for what
has been achieved.

To find out more you can explore the
website: www.crathieholidays.org.uk or
phone 013397 42100 to speak to the
Manager.

Crathie Opportunity Holidays is a
Registered Charity (SCO27590) 
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NEWS
POSSIBLE
THEATRE
OUTING TO
PITLOCHRY

If  numbers permit, there may be an outing to Pitlochry
Festival Theatre on Saturday 27 May, leaving Charlotte Square
at 9.30am for the Matinee performance of  the musical
HIGH  SOCIETY.

If  you are interested, please contact Laurie or Catherine
BUCHAN - phone 0131 445 1335 or Email
buchan2931@gmail.com

Flowers during February were donated by Aileen Nimmo,
Rosemary Mackenzie and Jane Main and arranged by Aileen
Nimmo, Diana Tudhope and Jane Main. 

A most beautifully vibrant arrangement, provided for the
Service of  Thanksgiving for the life of  Alison Young, was
still fresh in the Sanctuary for Sunday 26. These gorgeous
and colourful flowers provided a wonderful and
appropriately colourful accompaniment to the special
Malawian Conversation Service. Our sincere thanks to the
Young family.

FLOWERS

Jane Main 
0131 667 1711 
Chrystine Patterson  
0131 662 4506

BEHIND THE
SMILES - 
TALES FROM
LIFE IN 
THAILAND

BY JANE 
FUCELLA

rosemarymackenzie@
hotmail.com 

0131 667 3806

Rosemary MacKenzie

Many of  you will remember Jane and Mike Fucella who with
their children Rachel and Aylie spent over 20 years as
missionaries in Thailand. During much of  this time they were
partnered with our church. Since their return to Scotland Jane
has written a book about their lives and experiences in
Thailand with illustrations by Mike. 

Behind the Smiles is a collection of  of  snapshot chapters of
their lives and experiences. Through it all shines Jane's
passionate and tender care for everyone she met and cared
for. Theirs was a holistic mission taking Jesus mission to
those in direst need demonstrating acceptance, forgiveness
and hope and often creating an open door to take the gospel
through and into the lives of  those they met. 

This book is a fascinating account of  life in Thailand - as
Christian missionaries, neighbours and friends as well as
family, farmers, medical experts and survivors. It is an
inspirational read. Copies of  the book can will be on sale
after the service or from me.
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An Afternoon Service of  Holy Communion  with Revd
Scott McKenna and Sheila Bryer will be held on Tuesday 14
March at 2.30pm to 3.45pm in the Upper Hall via West
Mayfield level access. This will be followed by Afternoon Tea
and Fellowship.

Our mid-week services are especially appreciated by the less
mobile in our parish community.     Assistance is given on
arriving and leaving and we all remain seated at tea tables
throughout the afternoon. 

If  you would appreciate further information or extra
assistance please ask your  Pastoral Visitor (PV), Sheila Bryer
or Anne Sturrock 

The next Afternoon Service is on Tuesday 9 May

AFTERNOON
SERVICE

TUESDAY 14 MARCH

2.30PM TO 3.45PM 

Anne Sturrock

The congregation has a fund, the purpose of  which is to
resource spiritual growth.  One use of  the fund is to support
individuals who wish to undertake courses designed to help
with personal spiritual growth, such as silent prayer, Spiritual
Direction or Ignatian Spirituality. You can apply for a grant
from this fund by contacting the Minister (in confidence).  

Courses are available at Emmaus House in Edinburgh.   See
their website:  www.emmaushouse-edinburgh.co.uk

SPIRITUAL
GROWTH 

FUND  

Revd Scott S. McKenna
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On Tuesday 28 March, the Kirk Session will meet to approve
the annual accounts of  Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church for
the year ending 2016 in the Lower Hall at 7.30pm.   This is a
public meeting and members of  the congregation are
encouraged to attend and are welcome to ask questions.
Once the accounts are approved, the Annual Business
Meeting (ABM) of  the Congregation will meet immediately
following the Kirk Session in order for the Congregation to
‘receive’ the accounts.  

At the ABM, we hope to have an interim report on the
recent congregational Conversations and there will be an
opportunity to take part in discussion about the proposed
ramp at the West entrance to the Church. Everyone is very
warmly welcome!

KIRK 
SESSION & 
ANNUAL
BUSINESS
MEETING  

Angus McIntyre
Session Clerk



March  2 Kathleen Hendry: From the Sava to the Danube
9 Bob McIntosh: Scottish Lighthouses
16 The Ceilidh Band
23 Mavis Bain: Santiago de Compostela
30 Kozo Hoshino: Some Pictures in the National Gallery

April     6 Boyd McAdam: The Children’s Hearings System  
20 Hamish Coghill: Edinburgh Characters
27 Honeysuckle Swing - Diana Saunderson & Gus  Carmichael

May     4 Outing
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APPEAL FOR
DRIVERS

dtudhope@
btinternet.com
0131 669 4819

Diana Tudhope

Would you agree to offer a lift to Church on one Sunday a
month to one or two members of  our congregation?  Car
Pool has been bringing our less able folk to Church for many
years but is now a bit creaky itself  as we need more drivers if
we are to continue this much appreciated service.  

Please consider if  you could be the missing link!  Don't be
shy - let me know.   Thank you for reading this far!

EDINBURGH
DIRECT AID

GRAND CHARITY
EVENING AT
KING’S THEATRE
THURSDAY 23 MARCH 

To reserve a ticket call
0131 552 1545 or 0781
494 9468, or email 

annthanisch@
blueyonder.co.uk

If  you are considering attending the annual Gilbert &
Sullivan show at the King's theatre in March, may you be
interested in purchasing a special ticket to support Edinburgh
Direct Aid's work for Syrian refugees in Lebanon? Details are
as follows:

Cost: £25. A Dress Circle seat at 7.30pm for the Edinburgh
Gilbert & Sullivan Society's annual show, which this year is is
'Ruddygore'

And also access to the Cruikshank room to:
Enjoy food & wine from 6.30pm, hear a talk by one of  the
cast at 7pm,  meet more of  the cast after the show and learn
about the current work of  Edinburgh Direct Aid helping
Syrian refugees in Lebanon.

THURSDAY CLUB SYLLABUS 

THE WEB &
THE WORD

A selection of  sermons preached at Mayfield Salisbury
Church, in audio, video or text formats, can be found on our
website at:  www.mayfieldsalisbury.org



Prayer Thoughts 

We remember the sixth anniversary of  the
beginning of  the conflict in Syria on 15
March.

Giving God, we are heartsore and grieved for
parts of  this world that you so love and for Syria
in particular. We are sorry that this world that
you love, that you gave so much for so that none
would perish, is scarred by such sadness and pain.
We still believe in eternal life, in life before death,
and we long for this for Syria, today. We pray for
those who have fled to find a safe place to call

home, elsewhere. Giving God, grant strength, hope
and most of  all, peace. Amen.

Pray that we will not be marking the
seventh anniversary of  the Syria conflict
next year, but that we will be praying for
the country’s restoration after a brokered
peace deal.

Pray for all preparing to celebrate the 60
years of  Christian Aid Week. Find out
more at: www.caweek.org

Read: John 3: 1-17
17

By the time that you read this our
Marmalade Sale will be over! A big
‘thank you’ to all those who donated, sold
and bought.  The total raised will be
announced in the next Grapevine.

Christian Aid is launching a campaign
called The Big Shift.  Churches are being
asked to write to the four biggest High
Street banks – RBS, HSBC, Barclays and
Lloyds – requesting them to shift finance
out of  fossil fuels and move to low-carbon
energy generation.  We should aim for a
zero carbon future and no more than two
degrees centigrade global warming.  At
present this looks as if  it is static at 2.7
degrees.  As climate change is the main
cause of  poverty in the third world it is
essential that we get involved. The
campaign is well laid out in the materials
supplied and we hope to get this up and
running soon.  With the help of  renewable
pounds and Prudence, the giant piggy
bank, and, perhaps, a dedicated service we
will generate the maximum publicity.  The
letters will be delivered by the end of  April.

Christian Aid Week this year is from the
14 to 20 May.  The theme is refugees and

Christian Aid was set up in 1945 to help
refugees after the Second World War. 

It’s better to die in a refugee
camp than to die in a war; to risk
your children’s lives in a plastic
dinghy; and to leave everything
you know behind.  When the
alternative is terror, bombs and
bullets, almost anything is better.
This is the terrible choice facing
tens of  millions of  people
worldwide - fleeing conflict and
disaster, making dangerous
journeys in search of  safety.

Let us think and pray for all the displaced
people around the world. Aileen Nimmo
takes over as Convener of  the Christian
Aid Committee from mid March.  I would
like to thank her for her enthusiasm and
wish her well in the post.  She will be
writing these articles in the future.

Once again a huge vote of  thanks to
everyone for all their support over the past
ten years.

Hilary Watkinson

CHRISTIAN AID



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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MARCH
Sun 5 9.30am All-Age Worship (Very Revd Dr Andrew McLellan)

10.45am Morning Service: First Sunday of  Lent (AM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 7 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 12 9.30am All-Age Worship & Communion (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  2nd Sunday of  Lent & Communion (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service (SB)

Tues 14 2.30pm Afternoon Service (SSM/SB)
Sun 19 9.30am All-Age Worship (Revd Tom Cuthil)

10.45am Morning Service:  3rd Sunday of  Lent (TC)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 21 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 26 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  4th Sunday of  Lent (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service:  Godly Play (EB)

Tues 28 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
7.30pm Kirk Session & Annual Business Meeting

APRIL
Sun 2 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  5th Sunday of  Lent (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 4 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 9 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  Palm Sunday (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM/Oliver Stegen)
HOLY WEEK SERVICES at CRAIGMILLAR PARK
Monday 10 to Friday 14 - 7.45am Morning Prayers

HOLY WEEK SERVICES at MAYFIELD SALISBURY

Tues 11 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary

Thu 13 7.30pm Maundy Thursday (SSM/Chamber Group)
Fri 14 7.30pm Good Friday (SSM/Chamber Group)

Sun 16 7.30am Service in the Garden (SSM)
9.30am All-Age Worship & Holy Communion (SSM)
10.45amMorning Service:  Easter Sunday (SSM)

Tues 18 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 23 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  2nd Sunday of  Easter (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)



March 2 Numbers 8,9 / Acts 16
March 3 Numbers 10,11 / Acts 17
March 4 Numbers 12-14 / Psalms 28,29
March 5 Numbers 15,16 / Acts 18
March 6 Numbers 17-19 / Acts 19
March 7 Numbers 20,21 / Acts 20
March 8 Numbers 22,23 / Psalm 30
March 9 Numbers 24,25 / Acts 21
March 10 Numbers 26,27 / Acts 22
March 11 Numbers 28,29 / Psalm 31
March 12 Numbers 30,31 / Acts 23
March 13 Numbers 32,33 / Acts 24
March 14 Numbers 34,35 / Acts 25
March 15 Numbers 36 / Deuteronomy 1 

/ Psalm 32
March 16 Deuteronomy 2,3 / Acts 26
March 17 Deuteronomy 4,5 / Acts 27
March 18 Deuteronomy 6,7 / Psalm 33
March 19 Deuteronomy 8,9 / Acts 28
March 20 Deuteronomy 10,11 / Romans 1
March 21 Deuteronomy 12-14 / Romans 2
March 22 Deuteronomy 15,16 / Psalm 34
March 23 Deuteronomy 17,18 / Romans 3
March 24 Deuteronomy 19,20 / Romans 4
March 25 Deuteronomy 21,22 / Psalm 35
March 26 Deuteronomy 23,24 / Romans 5
March 27 Deuteronomy 25,26 / Romans 6
March 28 Deuteronomy 27,28 / Romans 7
March 29 Deuteronomy 29,30 / Psalm 36
March 30 Deuteronomy 31,32 / Romans 8
March 31 Deuteronomy 33,34 / Romans 9
April 1 Joshua 1-3 / Psalm 37
April 2 Joshua 4,5 / Romans 10
April 3 Joshua 6,7 / Romans 11
April 4 Joshua 8,9 / Romans 12
April 5 Joshua 10,11 / Psalm 38
April 6 Joshua 12-15 / Romans 13
April 7 Joshua 16-19 / Romans 14

April 8 Joshua 20-22 / Psalm 39
April 9 Joshua 23,24 / Romans 15
April 10 Judges 1,2 / Romans 16
April 11 Judges 3,4 / Mark 1
April 12 Judges 5,6 / Psalms 40,41
April 13 Judges 7,8 / Mark 2
April 14 Judges 9,10 / Mark 3
April 15 Judges 11,12 / Psalms 42,43
April 16 Judges 13,14 / Mark 4
April 17 Judges 15,16 / Mark 5
April 18 Judges 17,18 / Mark 6
April 19 Judges 19,20 / Psalm 44
April 20 Judges 21 / Mark 7
April 21 Ruth 1,2 / Mark 8
April 22 Ruth 3,4 / Psalm 45
April 23 I Samuel 1-3 / Mark 9
April 24 I Samuel 4-6 / Mark 10
April 25 I Samuel 7-9 / Mark 11
April 26 I Samuel 10,11 / Psalms 46,47
April 27 I Samuel 12,13 / Mark 12
April 28 I Samuel 14,15 / Mark 13
April 29 I Samuel 16,17 / Psalm 48
April 30 I Samuel 18,19 / Mark 14
May 1 I Samuel 20-22 / Mark 15
May 2 I Samuel 23,24 / Mark 16
May 3 I Samuel 25,26 / Psalm 49
May 4 I Samuel 27,28 / I Corinthians 1
May 5 I Samuel 29-31 / I Corinthians 2
May 6 II Samuel 1,2 / Psalm 50
May 7 II Samuel 3-5 / I Corinthians 3
May 8 II Samuel 6,7 / I Corinthians 4
May 9 II Samuel 8-10 / I Corinthians 5
May 10 II Samuel 11,12 / Psalm 51
May 11 II Samuel 13,14 / I Corinthians 6
May 12 II Samuel 15,16 / I Corinthians 7
May 13 II Samuel 17,18 / Psalms 52-54
May 14 II Samuel 19,20 / I Corinthians 8
May 15 II Samuel 21,22 / I Corinthians 9

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR
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Tues 25 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 30 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM/Revd Dr Liam Fraser)

10.45am Morning Service:  3rd Sunday of  Easter (SSM/LF)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

MAY
Tues 2 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 7 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM))

10.45am Morning Service:  4th Sunday of  Easter (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)



Copy Date for next issue: 7.00pm on Friday 28 April
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Revd Scott S McKenna SMcKenna@churchofscotland.org.uk 0131 667 1286

Pastoral Assistant 
Sheila Bryer s.bryer@btinternet.com 0131 672 2232 

Church Manager
William Mearns churchmanager@googlemail.com 0131 667 1522

Organist
Dorien Schouten dorienschouten@gmail.com 0747 218 8898

Session Clerk 
Angus McIntyre angusbmcintyre@gmail.com 0131 557 8458

Treasurer
John Graham culkein@btinternet.com 0131 667 6331

Gift Aid Donations & Roll Keeper
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville@btinternet.com 0131 667 9797

Church Address:
18 West Mayfield, 
Edinburgh, 
EH9 1TQ

Church Telephones:
Office 0131 667 1522
Mayfield Radio 0131 667 7742

Grapevine Submissions
William Mearns 0131 667 1522 
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Grapevine Distribution
Janet Moncur 0131 664 3918
williammoncur@btinternet.com

Pastoral Care
For Home or Hospital visits, please
contact Sheila Bryer - 0131 672 2232 
s.bryer@btinternet.com

Church Office
By Appointment 0131 667 1522 or
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Staff Days Off
Minister: Mondays (generally)
Pastoral Assistant: Flexible
Manager: Monday PM & Friday

Print Run: 7 LARGE
This run 20. Total so far 490 
(30 extra from Hello Print)


