
Sermon:  Sunday 19 April 2015 
Text: Luke 24:36b-48 
 
 
Resurrection reality and responsibility 

 

We had an enormously illuminating sermon from Scott last week in 

unpacking the account of Jesus’s resurrection appearance to his 

disciples and Thomas at the end of John’s Gospel.  This morning, we 

turn to reflect on what Luke wants to convey in his own account of 

Jesus’s resurrection appearance to his disciples at the end of his gospel.  

 

The accounts of the resurrection in the Gospels do not together give a 

coherent picture, and they contradict each other in places.  This is 

perfectly understandable in the struggle to express in ordinary language 

“an event which transcends our categories of thought and imagination, 

of space and time.”1  Luke writes also from the perspective of a doctor 

with a great focus on the physical world, of bodies and health, while 

John writes as a mystic and deep thinking theologian. 

 

Last week, John’s perspective seemed to point to the risen Christ being 

an apparition before the disciples, a form with real and powerful 

physicality, and yet an ethereal vision.  As we come to Luke’s account, 
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we need to wrestle a bit further with the disorientating nature of Jesus’s 

risen presence with his disciples.   

 

They are clearly unsure what to make of Jesus’s presence.  They are 

startled and terrified, thinking they are seeing a ghost.  Luke, however, is 

concerned that his readers should understand the physical nature of the 

resurrection.  Jesus says: “Look at my hands and my feet; see that is I 

myself.  Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones 

as you see that I have.” (v39)  While the disciples are still wavering in a 

mixture of joy, disbelief and wonder, Jesus takes some fish and eats it. 

(vv 42-43)  Luke here, and in the earlier resurrection appearance on the 

Emmaus road (vv 13-35), conveys Jesus’s presence as physical and 

tangible.  And yet, at the same time, Jesus also has the ability to appear 

and disappear at random.  What are we to make of this?  

 

What Luke conveys to his readers in the mystery, is that Jesus is not 

simply alive again.  In the Jewish world of the first century, resurrection 

“meant a new embodied life in God’s new world”, no longer subject to 

decay or death.2  This new body belongs to both the dimensions of 

God’s world, in both heaven and earth.  We look forward to the picture 

heralded at the end of the book of Revelation, when, with the coming of 

                                                           
2 Tom Wright Luke for Everyone (SPCK: London, 2001); p.300. 
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God’s Kingdom, heaven and earth are finally joined together as one 

(Revelation 21:1).3  The future hope of creation and humanity are met in 

the risen Christ, now transformed to inhabit both our space and God’s 

space.4 

 

Within the significance of Luke’s resurrection account, there is an arcing 

link from the past to the future, with the new possibilities presented by 

the risen Christ at its apex.  The resurrection leads the disciples to think 

in a new way – to reinterpret all that had gone before in the light of this 

event.   

Here at the end of the Gospel, Luke encourages his readers to look back 

with the disciples, to discover in the narrative of the Old Testament, 

God’s deepest desire for oneness with humanity and His all out plan to 

restore that relationship.  Jesus reveals that all that was written is now 

accomplished through him.  All that the disciples have witnessed are not 

stand alone events but culminating events.  As they look back on all they 

have experienced, they discern that they have stood in the presence of 

the very Author of life, who, through his death and resurrection, brings 

new beginning and life to all who trust in him.   

 

As Professor James Stewart expressed it, the resurrection 
                                                           
3 Wright, p.300. 
4 Tom Wright Twelve Months of Sundays, Years A, B and C (SPCK: London, 2012); p.59. 
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“…was the shattering of history by a creative act of God Almighty.  
In this cosmic event, … , God was doing something comparable 
only with what he had done at the first creation.  This was the 
beginning of a new era for the universe, the decisive turning-point 
for the human race.”5 
 

The foundational message that Luke, therefore, seems to convey in this 

encounter with the risen Christ, is of God’s precious gift of new 

beginning and restored relationship now open to all who will receive it.  

And it’s a new beginning permeated by the transforming reality of 

resurrection power that breaks in from our future, so that we can begin 

to experience the truly human life in the here and now.6   

 

As the disciples were slow to recognise that it was the risen Christ in 

their midst, so we are often slow to grasp that Christ is a living presence 

in every detail of our lives.  Often we’re prone to settle for the way things 

are, or we’re too preoccupied or in too much of a hurry to pause and 

open our lives to Christ’s risen power waiting to be received.   

 

We leave such promises to become reality in life after death.  The full 

reality will be known then.  But in the physical nature of Jesus’s 

transformed risen presence, Luke helps us to see that the same divine 

                                                           
5 James S Stewart A Faith to Proclaim (The Lyman Beecher Lectures at Yale University) (Hodder and Stoughton: 
London, 1953); “Proclaiming the Resurrection”, p.106. 
6 Wright, Twelve Months; p.59. 
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energy which brought Christ from the grave is available still – available 

not only at journey’s end to save us in the hour of death, but available 

here and now to help us to live.”7  It’s a gift freely offered to us now, to 

be sought and pursued in a deepening relationship with Christ, through 

times of stillness set aside with Him, through an ongoing willingness to 

die and rise with Christ as we learn of Him.  As Gerard Hughes 

expresses: 

 

“Slowly, if our faith is developing, we come to know the 
resurrection as something which is happening to us now.  The 
risen Christ is continuously coming through the closed doors of our 
minds and imagination as he came through the doors of the room 
where the disciples were gathered for fear of the Jews.  He enters 
our consciousness, closed through fear of ourselves and our fear 
of other people, and says to us, ‘Peace be to you’.  The power of 
his resurrection gives us hope in a situation where before we felt it 
was hopeless, gives us courage to face a task when before we 
wanted to run away, gives us the ability and strength to be open 
and vulnerable when before we could think of nothing but our own 
protection and security.”8 

 

We see these transformations in the unfolding lives of the disciples.  

Jesus commissions them as witnesses of all they have seen and heard 

and felt, to go and tell others far and wide and enable them to find new 

hope and life also.  The disciples will go with steadfast courage and 

determination into a world “more secularised, sensual and violent” than 

our own.  They are inspired not merely by a memory, but in knowing 
                                                           
7 Stewart, p.126. 
8 Hughes, p.136. 
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Jesus as a living presence with them, “as an inner well of life springing 

up within them,”9 as they receive the promised Holy Spirit.  They haven’t 

got everything sorted out at the start but their witness is that of lives 

utterly changed by contact with the risen Christ.10  The Book of Acts is 

an account of the impact of the resurrection, “of the Spirit of the risen 

Christ at work in the early Christian communities, a Spirit of forgiveness 

and reconciliation, a Spirit of joy and peace even in the midst of conflict 

and persecution, a Spirit which breaks down the barriers between Jew 

and Gentile, slave and free, men and women,” calling the Church into 

being.11 

 

“You are my witnesses”, Jesus said to his disciples and says to us also 

who know him today, as the baton is handed on.  And Jesus uses us just 

as and where we are, but what we share will depend on our own 

commitment to Him.  What we have received is too important not to 

share with others, all who in so many different circumstances 

desperately need to know that there is no trauma or crisis they can 

experience, where Christ is not there with them to keep them going or 

give them a fresh start.12  

 

                                                           
9 Wylie, p.168. 
10 Stewart, p.116. 
11 Hughes, p.136. 
12 Hughes, pp.136-7. 
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We are called to witness to the Christ we know, and to the values of his 

Kingdom, at the heart of which lie repentance and forgiveness.  Our lives 

change as we experience them.  As we live out of them, and as they are 

expressed at every level of relationship, they form the agenda to change 

the world.13   

 

In their Easter addresses, both the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 

Pope expressed their deep concern at the appalling events taking place 

in many countries as a result of extreme discrimination and persecution, 

events that we have seen in recent months in Kenya, in Nigeria, in Egypt 

and Libya and across the Middle East.  There is not only the toll of 

suffering in these lands, but the dreadful loss of life as people flee the 

atrocities and perish on the journey.   

 

Only yesterday, there was a tragic story in The Times, of a group of 100 

migrants making a bid for safety in a dinghy.  When the dinghy began to 

sink, a young Christian man from Nigeria began to pray to God for 

rescue.  Even in that extreme situation, a group of Moslems on board 

began to declare, “Here we only pray to Allah.”  They demanded that the 

young man stop praying or drown.  In the ensuing confrontation, the 

young man was thrown overboard and drowned, but then as things 
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escalated, another 12 Christians were thrown overboard and drowned.  

Surely, you might imagine in the face of such mutual peril, that there 

could have been room to pray together. 

 

In his address, the Pope stated that at Easter Christians are  

 

“reminded of the strength that comes from Christ’s death and 
resurrection calling them to be witnesses of peace and justice, 
especially in regions of extreme violence and persecution. … From 
the risen Lord we ask the grace not to succumb to the pride which 
fuels violence and war, but to have the humble courage of pardon 
and peace.” 
 

We find repentance and forgiveness, pardon and peace, the hardest 

things to pursue and offer.  In so many places and situations, they seem 

a very long way off, and in the meantime the path of witnessing is very 

costly, for those from all sides who are willing to make a stand or take a 

lead.  Yet they remain the vital elements that change lives and change 

the warring and broken world around us, when they are embraced at 

every level.   

 

In the words of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who has done so much to 

promote pardon and peace through the remarkable work of the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa: 
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 “Goodness is stronger than evil, 
 Love is stronger than hate, 
 Light is stronger than darkness, 

Life is stronger than death.” 
 

Following in the footsteps of Christ as his witnesses, may we experience 

his strength and learn his humility, so that we go on receiving and 

expressing repentance and forgiveness, pardon and peace at all levels 

in our lives. 

Amen. 

 


