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Sermon           Sunday 22 June 2014 
 
Lessons Jeremiah 20: 7 – 13 Romans 6: 1b – 11 St Matthew 10: 24 – 39 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Through word, silence, imagination and memory, may we discern Your 
Presence, glory and power.   Bless our mediations; lead us more deeply into 
Your Depth.   Open our hearts and minds that we may discover You.   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
In an interview with The New York Times, the former First Lady of 

the United States, Hillary Clinton, was asked to name one book 

that had made her who she is today.   Hillary said: 

 
At the risk of appearing predictable, the Bible was and  
remains the biggest influence on my thinking.  I was raised  
reading it, memorising passages from it and being guided  
by it.  I still find it a source of wisdom, comfort and  
encouragement. 

 
Last week, the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition, 

David Cameron and Ed Miliband, attended the annual National 

Parliamentary Breakfast held in Westminster, which was hosted by 

Christians in Parliament and the Bible Society.   The Prime 

Minister described himself as an ‘active member of the Church of 

England’ and said that he finds his ‘moments of greatest peace’ 

when he attends the sung Eucharist at St Mary Abbot’s Church in 

Kensington every other Thursday.    
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Clinton spoke of memorising passages of Scripture and the 

wisdom, comfort and encouragement she draws from it and 

Cameron spoke of the peace found in the Eucharist, a peace he 

finds nowhere else.   As the US Secretary of State, Clinton will have 

faced some of the most complex and vital issues facing the world 

and every Prime Minister is confronted with difficult and 

dangerous decisions.   In the Old Testament lesson this morning, 

in the Book of Jeremiah, the prophet laments over the troubles he 

faces:  the persecutions, derision and the work of evildoers.   In the 

midst of all his hardship, he said: 

 
  With my whole heart I have sought You; 
  Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! 
  Your word I have hidden in my heart, 
   That I might not sin against You. 
 
And, again: 
 
  My heart is like a burning fire 
  Shut up in my bones. 
  I was weary of holding it back 
   And I could not. 
 
The prophet spoke of the Spirit as a deep and transforming 

sensation, a burning fire hidden in his heart and bones, a source of 

immense inner strength while being surrounded by danger and 

troubles.   Centring oneself in the Spirit is not an escape from 

reality but, like a summer flower, opens us to the Presence and 



	   3	  

peace of God, the shalom this world cannot give.   Our growing, 

developing, maturing and deepening relationship with the Spirit at 

the centre of all things, at the centre of ourselves, is the very 

substance of our faith.    

 

Laura Keynes, a descendent of the economist, John Keynes, and 

the naturalist, Charles Darwin, describes herself as ‘a Darwin, a 

Keynes and a Catholic.’   Writing in The Catholic Herald, Keynes 

says she freely chose to be a Catholic after much thought and 

analysis.   Her great-great-great grandfather, Charles, said, ‘It 

seems to me absurd to doubt that a man may be an ardent theist 

and evolutionist.’   Laura writes of discerning her calling in all its 

complexity, through science, philosophy and morality.   Her 

passion and vigour emanate through her article which she ends by 

quoting our local saint, St Catherine of Siena:  ‘Be who God meant 

you to be and you will set the world on fire.’   In the complexity of 

her life, in all its intellectual demands, Laura Keynes speaks 

eloquently of the Spirit of God, the God hidden in her heart, the 

Eternal Mind that holds all things in being.    

 

Last Thursday evening, together with others, I took part in a 

conversation about Scottish independence with the spiritual writer, 
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Alastair Macintosh, and the political commentator, Gerry Hassan.   

During the course of the discussion, I was asked what insights 

mysticism brings to the debate about independence.   For me, a 

mystical appreciation of the faith deepens our sense of encounter 

with the Sacred.   In meditation, in the imaginative reading of 

Scripture, Jesus becomes very real, utterly present.   From there 

flows the imaginative embrace of God and the spilling over of the 

love of God into our soul.   It is this immensity, hidden in the heart, 

which helps sensitise us to the humanity of others, to the pain and 

hurt of others and the preciousness of the world.   Mysticism is not 

for or against independence but it does call us to witness to the 

Spirit at the centre of life – our life - and to the supreme value of all 

people and of the world.    

 

The mystical life calls us to radical witness.   At the National Prayer 

Breakfast attended by the Prime Minister and Leader of the 

Opposition, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said: 

 
 God has no preferences, except a preference for the poor, 
 the weak and the vulnerable, the widow and the orphan, 
 the alien and the stranger. 
 
 The Church is the most effective Church when it  
 demonstrates that love……Love and outward-looking  

should be the characteristic of the Church, holiness and  
radical difference in lifestyle.   Truth and love drive action  
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and attitude. 
 
Welby explicitly tied together holiness, radical lifestyle and a 

preference for the poor.   This is not social work; a secular or 

materialist view of how to help society.   This is spirituality 

bubbling up within us, within the Church, colouring our outlook 

and, in turn, transforming the world around us.   St Paul wrote of 

being buried with Christ, buried into death, and being raised with 

Christ, walking in newness of life.   ‘I am the Resurrection and the 

Life’:  these words of Jesus live in us, come true in us.   The 

mystical sense of Christianity is that the ego within us dies, the 

worldliness dies.   Spiritually we grow and mature, moving from 

unconsciousness to consciousness and conscience, from the false 

self to the true self and from death into life in all its glorious 

fullness.   It is this sense of eternity which is hidden in the heart, 

this holiness, which shapes us and, in turn, the world around us.    

 

One spiritual writer says, ‘The deepest reason we are afraid of 

death is that we do not know who we are.’   Once we feel held by 

God, embraced and cherished by the Divine, intuitively sense God’s 

love, we know that death is not the end.   God’s intimacy with us is 

forever.   Of course, some people have more intense experiences 
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than others but, most often, it is the heart which brings people to 

God.   At some level, most of us taste eternity by some route. 

 

Finally, in the Gospel story, Jesus spoke of division, even in 

families.   In the first century, when the Church was largely made 

up of Jewish families, the introduction of Gentiles and the setting 

aside of strict adherence to the Law brought argument, bitterness 

and division.   Jesus said, ‘Those who find their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for My sake will find it.’   This proverbial 

saying, examples of which can be found in other writings, is about 

the denial of self and the finding of the true self.    

 

In piece of one Jewish writing, Alexander the Great asked the 

Jewish elders, ‘What shall a man do to live?’   They replied, ‘Let 

him kill himself.’   Alexander asked, ‘What should a man do to kill 

himself?’   They replied, ‘Let him keep himself alive.’   This 

proverbial saying is a call to be spiritually alive which necessitates 

that we ‘kill’ ourselves, that is, deny ourselves in worldly terms.   

We will only discover the true self within us when we die to the 

world.    
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The twelfth step in the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous is, 

‘Until and unless you give your life away to others, you do not seem 

to have it yourself at any deep level.’   In his meditations this week, 

the Franciscan, Richard Rohr, offers what he calls the Welcoming 

Prayer: 

 
 I let go of my desire for security and survival. 
 I let go of my desire for esteem and affection. 
 I let go of my desire for power and control. 
 I let go of my desire to change the situation. 
 
 
Rohr says, ‘Powerlessness is the absolute necessary starting point 

for transformational healing.’   Through and through, the message 

of Scripture is that we must die to self, let go of our worldly 

ambitions for power, status, control and wealth.   In letting go of 

these things, we empty our soul making space for God.    

 

Through and through the message of the Bible is that, in all the 

difficulties, failures and tensions in life, in all its complexities of 

relationships, sexuality, sex, and morality and the need for 

forgiveness, there is at the centre hidden in the heart the stillness 

of Eternity, a wellspring of grace and generosity which is the real 

thing, the very core of life.   Doctrine and church structures are but 
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a carapace, an outer shell:  the real thing is hidden in the heart.   

Amen. 

 
 
 
 


