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 The Lamb 

 

   Little lamb, who made thee?  

         Dost thou know who made thee?  

Gave thee life, and bid thee feed,  

By the stream and o'er the mead;  

Gave thee clothing of delight,  

Softest clothing, wooly, bright;  

Gave thee such a tender voice,  

Making all the vale rejoice?  

         Little lamb, who made thee?  

         Dost thou know who made thee?  

 

         Little lamb, I'll tell thee,  

         Little lamb, I'll tell thee:  

He is called by thy name,  

For he calls himself a lamb.  

He is meek and he is mild;  

He became a little child.  

I a child, and thou a lamb,  

We are called by his name.  

         Little lamb, God bless thee! 

      Little lamb, God bless thee! 

 
William Blake 
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AS A DIVERSE PEOPLE, THE CHURCH 

GATHERS TO WORSHIP ALMIGHTY GOD 

 
Welcome and Introduction                                                 Click to listen 

Good morning to the members and friends of the congregation of 

Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church, as well as to those who may just 

happen in on us; and welcome to this online material for worship on 

the 4th Sunday of Easter.  
 

Having been confined to our homes for some weeks now, I imagine 

many of us who live in the city long for a drive in the countryside. In 

this we may have become closer in spirit to those who already 

experienced this sort of loss for one reason or other before the virus 

struck.  Country people enjoy the beauty of nature coming alive all 

around them at this time of year. But even in the density of urban life, 

there are signs of growth and grace and hope of new beginnings if we 

have eyes to see and ears to hear.  
 

May these signs encourage us wherever we are now, as I invite you to 

join me in a short period of silence in preparation for worship….. 

 

Scripture Sentences 

  Worship the Lord with gladness; 
 

Know that the Lord is God. 

   It is he that made us, and we are his; 

   we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.   
 

Jesus said: 

        ‘I am the good shepherd. The good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

 

Let us pray 

Teach us, good Lord, to learn how better to trust:  to realise how much 

we trust already in the ground beneath our feet, the air we breathe, in 

falling asleep at night in the belief that we shall wake to another day. 
 

Teach us to learn from the surrender of a child in a parent’s arms, from 

the faithful eyes of a beloved dog, from the quiet, unassuming presence 

of a trusted friend. 
 

Help us to believe that in this world of uncertainty and fear there is still 

much in it that offers itself for our delight and joy, and upon which we 

https://youtu.be/-DLQRh48pN8


can depend; for the sake of your beloved Son in whom we are ever 

called to put our trust, even Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

Hear our thanksgiving, almighty God, for the inestimable privilege of 

being alive: for time for delight and wonder, for hope; for opportunity 

to make amends, to be forgiven and to forgive.   
 

Hear our thanksgiving that nothing in all creation can separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be glory for ever.  

 

The Collect  

God of peace, Who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 

great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make us perfect in goodness so that we may do your will; and create in 

us what is pleasing to you; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 
Children’s Reflection          Hillary Leslie                                       Click to listen  

Good morning everyone! It’s really good to have you here joining in 

worship this morning. I have been thinking about each of you and hope 

that you are all keeping safe and well just now. 
 

As we are all spending our time indoors looking for different activities 

to do, last week I was thinking about getting a free trial of Disney’s 

new streaming service. Do any of you have it? One of my favourite 

Disney Pixar films from when I was younger is Finding Nemo. Who’s 

seen Finding Nemo? It’s a great movie – and it also has a great 

message! For those who haven’t seen it – just a warning now that this 

may give away a few spoilers. 
 

Our story begins with a clown fish named Marlin who lives in the 

Great Barrier Reef. Does anyone know where the Great Barrier Reef 

is? It’s in the Coral Sea off the coast of Queensland, Australia. Marlin 

has a son named Nemo, who he loses after Nemo ventures out into the 

sea despite his father’s warnings about the dangers of the oceans far 

away from their home. Nemo is scooped up by a fishing boat and ends 

up in a fish tank at a dental office in Sydney, Australia! Marlin sets off 

to find Nemo, and along the way meets a fish named Dory, a blue tang 

fish. The two become traveling companions and cover miles of the 

ocean in order to rescue Nemo, encountering dangerous sea creatures 

like jellyfish, sharks and anglerfish along the way. At the same time 

this is happening, Nemo and the other sea animals in the fish tank are 

https://youtu.be/JcZN1CXegyc


plotting their own escape to return to the ocean as free creatures. 

Marlin will stop at nothing until he can find his son.  
 

When Nemo became lost, Marlin felt fear, sadness, frustration and 

panic. But when Nemo is found 

at the end of the film, there is 

joy and celebration as they are 

reunited together, safe and 

sound. 
 

This story reminds me of one 

from the Bible called The 

Parable of the Lost Sheep. 

Jesus talks about a shepherd 

having 100 sheep in his flock, 

but one of them goes missing. 

The shepherd doesn’t give up 

until he finds the lost sheep and 

brings it home to his pasture 

for a joyful celebration. 
 

Sometimes we feel lost, too. 

Sometimes we don’t know 

what the future looks like and 

that can be scary and 

unsettling. Sometimes we may 

find it challenging to feel 

God’s presence when we are 

going through a difficult or sad 

time.  
 

But just as Marlin searches the whole ocean for Nemo, and the 

shepherd searches for his sheep, God searches for us and never gives 

up. God is never apart from us, even when we feel apart from God. 

God will never stop calling us home to rest in pastures green and filled 

with love, joy, peace and hope. When we come home and find rest in 

God, God can’t help but to be overwhelmed with joy.  
 

As we continue living in this scary and uncertain time in our world, 

may we remember that God is like the good shepherd, watching over 

his flock, searching for the lost sheep, and always calling us home to 

find comfort, peace and joy. 
 

Now let’s close with a prayer – please repeat after me. 
 

The Good Shepherd by James Tissot 



Dear God, thank you for showing us your love and comfort. 

Thank you for searching for us even when we feel lost. 

Please be with those in the world who are sick, tired or lonely today. 

Help us share your love and peace with those around us. 

And give us hope for each new day. Amen. 

 
HYMN   The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want     Click to listen  
 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want. 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 

  

 And I will trust in You alone. 

 And I will trust in You alone, 

 For Your endless mercy follows me, 

 Your goodness will lead me home. 

 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 

And he anoints my head with oil, 

And my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on his pure delights. 

  

And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 

For you are with me, and your rod and staff 

Are the comfort I need to know. 
  

Words: Psalm 23, adapted Stuart Townend  

Music: Stuart Townend (c) 1996 Thankyou Music CCLI  

 Streaming License #88916 

 

 
WE LISTEN FOR THE SPIRIT OF GOD 

 
First Reading Acts 2: 42 - 47 Click to read      Click to listen 

 
Second Reading St John 10: 1 - 10 Click to read      Click to listen  

Readers: Tom Mole and Kay McIntosh DCS 

 

 

https://youtu.be/N9XTFL4Zt5k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A+42+-+47&version=NRSVA
https://youtu.be/bWDV8VxsakA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A+1+-+10&version=NRSVA
https://youtu.be/S6ox-S5fVHk


 

Reflection By Revd Helen Alexander                                     Click to listen 

The verses we’ve just heard from the Gospel lead into to one of the 

most well-known of St John’s sayings of Jesus: ‘I am the good 

shepherd.’  
 

Before this, associations on the theme of sheep and shepherds: notably 

that of the shepherd’s voice and the metaphor of the door or gate of the 

sheepfold.  

 

Perhaps these days, sheep in our country at least are less likely to 

recognise the human voice of their shepherds and more the sound of 

the quad bikes that many use to check up on them. 
 

But I’m reminded that a couple of years or so I came across a report in 

a newspaper on the findings of a Cambridge–led study of Welsh 

Mountain sheep which demonstrated that their face-recognition skills 

were comparable to those of humans. So it wouldn’t surprise if their 

voice-recognition is just as good. The capacity of the animal world to 

exceed our crass underestimation of it is cause for humility. 
 

Whatever the case with sheep, we know that the voice is supremely 

important for human beings. I remember a man once telling me that he 

heard the voice of the woman who was to become his wife before he 

met her. She was in an adjoining room and something about her voice 

made him pay attention, and became one of her most beloved 

characteristics.  
 

And we’ve been hearing in the news lately how important beloved and 

familiar voices are as death steals the consciousness of those at the end 

of their lives.     
 

On a lighter note, there’s a story told by Mark Oakley, now Dean of St 

John’s College, Cambridge, in his book entitled The Splash of Words. 

In conversation with an old Shropshire shepherd he asked if the 

purpose of the shepherd’s crook was to haul in naughty lambs.  
 

‘‘No’, replied the shepherd, ‘that’s not what this is good for. I’ll tell 

you what I do with this crook. I stick it in the ground so deep that I can 

hold on to it and keep myself so still that eventually the sheep learn to 

trust me.’’ 
 

The image of this wise shepherd: watching, waiting, standing still, 

quite possibly quietly speaking to his sheep and his dog seems 

important – both for his fortunate flock and for our own lives. 

https://youtu.be/s8cnJQ2gr70


 

How still can we 

stay, and how long 

are we willing to 

wait: for insight, 

for quiet 

consolation; for the 

courage to move on 

in spirit, or for the 

wisdom to remain 

where we are?  
 

This question may 

be all the more 

poignant in our 

current troubling 

times.    
 

How practised are 

we at hearing and 

discerning what we 

might call the voice 

of God in this 

world of competing cacophonous voices? 
 

Perhaps much contemporary difficulty with Christian faith arises from 

a kind of hearing loss, whereby discernment in these matters has been 

blasted to bits: by literalism, for example; or facile pseudo-explanation 

of profound spiritual truth, to the extent that the contemporary world is 

in danger of losing the ability to ‘hear’ the truth that is quietly waiting 

to be uncovered, or discovered again through the medium of Christian 

tradition and practice.  
 

All of which leads on to St John’s metaphor of the gate or the door of 

the sheepfold. 
 

When he wrote of this, John probably had in mind an enclosed 

courtyard into which a number of separate flocks would be gathered for 

safety at night.  
 

The gatekeeper would watch for intruders bent on damage and theft, 

and would have oversee sheep and shepherds passing in and out. 
  
And so to another of John’s I AM sayings of Jesus: I am the gate of the 

sheep. 
 

Good Shepherd in catacomb of Priscilla, Rome  

(Second half of the 3rd century) 



The idea is that Christ provides the way, the gate, through which there 

is a coming-and-going in relationship between people and God.  
 

We sing hymns of praise, petition, thanksgiving, are often laced with 

reference to Christ: his life, his death, his resurrection. Through these, 

we’re encouraged to offer something of the depths and heights of our 

own lives to God through our knowledge of the life of Christ, in its 

glory and its pain. 
 

We often end prayers with the phrase ‘through Jesus Christ our Lord’ 

which is a way of expressing this insight.   
 

It’s as if the figure of Christ is the gate or door - through which we may 

be open to the grace of God.  
 

Or to change the metaphor, Christ is like a stained glass window which, 

when the sun shines outside, illumines the figure when viewed from 

within, and gives us a picture to which we may relate our own lives, 

however fitfully or imperfectly, and from which we may receive 

glimpses of grace.  
 

It’s this relationship of our lives to Christ’s that constitutes the church. 
 

The Book of the Acts of the Apostles is all about the growth of the 

church. Today’s First Reading paints a somewhat idealised picture of 

its earliest days. We learn later in Acts and from the letters of St Paul 

that it wasn’t long before inevitable cracks occurred. They were just 

like us really, with gracelessness, competitiveness and lack of 

generosity all mixed up with fidelity, integrity and love.  
 

Nevertheless these all too human communities were the bedrock of the 

Christian faith, and continue to be so.       
 

The other day I read an article written for The New Statesman by Helen 

Macdonald, author of the amazing book entitled ‘H is for Hawk’. At 

the close of the article, she recorded her appreciation of the ordinary 

birds living ‘their small and local lives’ in her garden during these 

strange days of lockdown.  Through what she calls ‘their ubiquity, their 

familiarity, their squabbling sociality’ they are helping her ‘to think 

about the nature of community, of how things fit together and, in the 

future, what our place in that might be.’ 
 

‘The nature of community, of how things fit together…..what our place 

in that might be.’: words to ponder in respect of the church locally and 

throughout the world in our times.    

 



RESPONSE TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD WITHIN 

 
Click to listen  

Voluntary            Edward C Thomson 

 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession                        Click to listen  

For all people aged from 0 to 100 years, and more we make our prayer, 

thinking of infants coming into the world in these days, and seeking for 

them and for all children a healthy, hopeful future in a better and more 

sustainable world.  
 

We remember those who have far fewer years in front of them as they 

have behind them, and pray that their achievement, ingenuity and 

wisdom may be honoured, and that care for those at the end of their 

lives may be no less important and valued than that offered to any other 

segment of society. 
 

We pray for all of any age who are struggling with worry, fractured 

relationships, debt, hunger and bereavement; and for those who are 

dying.   
 

We offer our hope in the power of prayer, and of thoughtfulness, 

decency, good humour and grace, and we seek for ourselves and those 

for whom we pray blessings even in the midst of darkness, instability 

and fear.  
 

We pray for teachers who have continued to assist their pupils to learn 

at home over these past weeks, and for parents who have balanced 

helping their children to learn while continuing their own work at 

home. We remember young people for whom school is a refuge that 

has been denied them over recent weeks; for those who worry about 

exams and qualifications; and for those who have succumbed to 

depression and anxiety.      
 

We pray for the young people associated with Mayfield Salisbury 

church giving thanks for the encouragement and pleasure of their 

presence within the community, remembering Hillary our youth worker 

and all she does to encourage and support them.    
 

We pray for young people within the church world-wide, giving thanks 

for their spirit, their liveliness and for the hope they bring the rest of us, 

and we commend them to God in faith as the leaders of the church to 

come and pray that we who are older may not fail them.    

 

https://youtu.be/4GnxC7yFW2E
https://youtu.be/KAEh4QkGeQg


And we pray for those we love: naming them now…………, even as 

we remember with thanksgiving all those who have gone before us 

who bequeathed to us their example, their faith and blessed memory; 

giving thanks for the church universal, past, present and to come of 

which we are for ever part; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come; thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory. For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
HYMN 511  Your hand, O God, has guided                 Click to listen  
 

1 Your hand, O God, has guided 

 your flock, from age to age; 

 the wondrous tale is written, 

 full clear, on every page; 
 your people owned your goodness, 

 and we their deeds record; 

 and both of this bear witness: 

 one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 

2 Your heralds brought glad tidings 

 to greatest as to least; 

 they summoned all to hasten 

 and share the great King's feast; 

 and this was all their teaching, 

 in every deed and word, 

 to all alike proclaiming: 

 one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 

3 Through many a day of darkness, 

 through many a scene of strife, 

 the faithful few fought bravely 

 to guard the nation's life. 

 Their Gospel of redemption, 

 sin pardoned, life restored, 

 was all in this enfolded: 

 one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 

4 Your mercy will not fail us, 

 nor leave your work undone; 

 with your right hand to help us, 

 your victory shall be won; 

 by mortals and by angels 

 your name shall be adored, 

 and this shall be their anthem: 

 one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 
BENEDICTION                                                                   Click to listen  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 

******* 
 

 

https://youtu.be/WSRnpVJYARw
https://youtu.be/_CG0Tkg2g10


This morning’s voluntary 
 

Walter Thomson says of this piece. ‘I am very pleased that Kate has 

agreed to play a voluntary by my late father, Edward  Thomson who 

was member of Mayfield North (as it then was) in the 1930s.  An 

enthusiastic listener and inveterate concert  goer, he was an amateur 

pianist of modest ability who composed one or two pieces in a 

traditional style. I recall him working on this voluntary in the 1950s 

with much revisal and polishing. He would have been thrilled to 

think that it might be played in a service at his former church’  
 

******* 

 

INTIMATIONS 

 
1. NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:  1 Peter 2: 2 – 10 & St John 14. 1 - 14 

 

2. GRAPEVINE MAGAZINE The May/June edition of Grapevine will 

be available tomorrow from 8.00am on the church website. The usual 

email distribution will also be sent. If you have not already signed up for 

the Grapevine email list and are able, please do. See intimation 6 for 

further information. 
 

If you normally receive Grapevine delivered to your door this will still 

arrive, mostly by Royal Mail, as our usual delivery system has been 

suspended for the moment. 

 

3. YOUTH UPDATES 
 

Virtual Youth Programming: The *virtual* youth schedule for the 

month of May can be accessed on the church website under the 'Young 

People' tab. Please note the time and age group changes for various 

activities. All youth programming will be held over Zoom. New virtual 

youth consent forms must be sent to Hillary before attending a session. 

For log-in access to the Zoom sessions, or to get a copy of the consent 

forms, please contact Hillary! 

 

Children & Youth Resource List: A resource page on the church 

website will be updated weekly with links to resources which our 

families can use with their children and youth at home while we are 

unable to meet as a church community and in our Sunday School groups. 

The resource list can be found under the 'Young People' tab. 

 



Youth Group: Sunday 3 May we will meet on Zoom for a discussion 

night thinking about our journey with God. P6 & P7 will meet from 

6:30-7:30pm and S1-S6 will meet from 7:30-8:30pm. Hope to see you 

there! 

 

4. ANNUAL LEAVE      Hillary Leslie, Youth Worker, will be on annual 

leave from Sunday 10 to Thursday 14 May inclusive. 

 

5. CHRISTIAN AID  
 

Responding to the coronavirus, Christian Aid has launched an 

emergency appeal, requesting urgent support for its work among the 

world’s poorest, most vulnerable people who are at greatest risk. 
 

Christian Aid Week (10th-16th May) will look very different this 

year, as we are unable to gather together in church and donate in the 

usual way. However, the need is greater than ever. The focus for 2020 

is the climate crisis, and its effect on communities like those in Kenya 

where devastating droughts make it difficult for millions of people to 

access sufficient food and water. 
 

Cash and cheques cannot currently be accepted, so we would 

encourage everyone who can, to support both appeals by making 

online donations anytime between now and 16th May – and beyond! 

Please go to the Christian Aid website, www.christianaid.org.uk, 

choose ‘Appeals’, and follow the links to Christian Aid Week and 

Coronavirus Emergency Appeal. 
 

On behalf of members of the congregation without internet access, we 

hope to hold a further collection in support of CA Week using the 

familiar red envelopes and buckets, in the Autumn to coincide with 

Creation Covenant Sunday. 
 

Christian Aid reminds us that in the current situation it’s more 

important than ever to join together as a community to worship, share 

fun and fellowship, and support our sisters and brothers living in 

poverty. They are offering a range of opportunities for involvement, 

including a live-streamed service with Dr Rowan Williams, at 1 pm 

on 10th May, and daily prayers and reflections throughout CA week 

from their staff and partners overseas. And from Sunday 10 -

 Saturday 16 May, at 7.30pm, there are daily fun quizzes for the 

whole family to enjoy.  

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/


You can find out more via the website at 

www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/virtual-fundraisers 

We’re sure you’ll agree that it’s vital we support Christian Aid at this 

particularly difficult time, as it continues to work alongside its 

overseas partners in their humanitarian programmes. Thank you!  – 

The Christian Aid Team 
 

6. EMAIL DISTRIBUTION LISTS 
 

Mayfield Salisbury maintains several email lists to help distribute 

information throughout the congregation.  The lists are as follows:      
 

0930 Service list Information pertaining to the Sunday 0930am All-Age 

Worship and related events. 
 

Youth Newsletter Hillary Leslie, our Youth Worker, sends out a Youth 

Newsletter to parents of P6 - S6 youth. This keeps the parents and their 

kids in the loop about important youth-related events and activities 
 

Congregational list General information relevant to the entire 

congregation. This includes general news, notices of lectures & special 

events and importantly details on the forthcoming ministerial vacancy. 
 

Grapevine Magazine list The latest magazine in PDF format. 
 

If you would like to be added to any of these lists, please contact the 

Church Manager,  William Mearns on: 0780 801 1234  or 

churchmanager@googlemail.com  

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Deadlines 

Order of service for next week: Thursday at 8.00pm. 

Next Grapevine:  Friday 26 June at 6.00pm. 

Please send submissions to the Church Manager, William Mearns. 

Phone: 0780 801 1234 or email: churchmanager@googlemail.com 

 
 

Books for the Journey 

My Sour-Sweet Days: George Herbert and the Journey of the Soul by Mark Oakley. 

Luminaries: Twenty lives that illuminate the Christian Way by Rowan Williams. 

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/virtual-fundraisers
mailto:churchmanager@googlemail.com
mailto:churchmanager@googlemail.com


WHO’S WHO IN MAYFIELD SALISBURY 
 
Interim Moderator  

Revd Neil N. Gardner ngardner@churchofscotland.org.uk    0131 556 3515 

 

Locum Preacher  

Revd Helen Alexander  HAlexander@churchofscotland.org.uk  0131 346 0685 

 

Pastoral Assistant  

Kay McIntosh DCS  kay@backedge.co.uk  0790 326 6307 

 

Youth Worker 

Hillary Leslie Hillary.MayfieldYouth@gmail.com  0745 372 2224 

   

Church Manager 

William Mearns churchmanager@googlemail.com  0780 801 1234 

 

Organist     

Kate Pearson  kate.q.kate@gmail.com  0744 238 2296 

 

Choir Leader 

Walter Thomson walterthomson@hotmail.co.uk 0131 662 0405 

   

Session Clerk    

Charles Garland charles.edin@gmail.com   0776 290 8343 

     

Treasurer 

John Graham culkein@btinternet.com  0131 667 6331  

   

Gift Aid Donations & Roll Keeper 

Hugh Somerville hs.somerville2@gmail.com 0131 466 2446  

  

 

 

 

Ecotip: Make a positive decision to avoid commercial greetings cards;   

 use electronic ones or make your own. 

 

 

Social Media 
www.facebook.com/MayfieldSalisbury 

www. youtube.com/user/MayfieldSalisbChurch 

www. flickr.com/photos/98063709@N06/ 

Youth Instagram:   the.msyg 

 
www.mayfieldsalisbury.org                           Scottish Charity Number SC000785 
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